
88  Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel Friday, August 25, 2023Friday, August 25, 2023             9

44th Annual

Antique & 
Classic Boat & 

Car Show
Buffalo Launch Club, Grand Island

oldboatsbuffalo.org

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Saturday, September 9 – Day of Show

  9:45 am – Opening Ceremony
10:00 am – ACBS Judging begins
10:00 am – 4:00 pm Show open to Public
11:00 am –  3:00 pm Kid’s Activities
  1:00 pm – Seminar – History of Century Boats
  1:00 pm – Junior Judging
  3:00 pm – Basket Raffle Drawing
  4:00 pm – 44th Annual Boat Show concluded

Hosted by Niagara Frontier Antique & Classic Boats, Inc.

Century Boat Club’s Annual  
Thoroughbred Round Up

Kevin & Dawn Cobello
716-799-3838 or 716-471-6860

kdactionphoto@roadrunner.com 
kdactionphotoaerialimaging.

zenfoliosite.com

www.oldfortniagara.org
716-745-7611

LEARN MORE HISTORY 
ABOUT OLD FORT NIAGARA

 ON THE WEBSITE

1812: The Forgotten War
Sat Sept 2nd, 2023 to 

Sun Sept 3rd, 2023 - All Day
Reenactors bring the War of 1812
 to life as they garrison the fort. 

HANDYMAN SERVICES
716-799-9858

"Trust Earned"

Lewiston artists look to enhance Academy Park
New mural, relocation of ‘Spirit of Victory’ in the works

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

With Lewiston already home 
to artists, art installations, the 
Castellani Art Museum and the 
Lewiston Art Festival, why not 
also put art pieces on display at 
Academy Park, where they could 
be seen by all entering the village? 

That was the idea presented by 
a group of artists at a 2019 meet-
ing in Mayor Anne Welch’s offi ce. 
With an air of excitement, these 
creators put forth plans to beau-
tify the area and tie into park pro-
gramming. 

But when the pandemic arrived 
just a few months later, those 
ideas were put on hold.

Now, three years later, as festi-
vals, concerts and events are see-
ing pre-COVID levels of operation 
and attendance, art project plans 
also are returning for consider-
ation.

At Monday’s Village Board 
meeting, artist Maureen Kellick 
briefl y discussed her concept to 
cover the Academy Park comfort 
station with a wraparound mural 

depicting unique local themes.
Following the meeting, she 

explained, “This was conceived 
from an approach of the nature 
of our Greenway, which is the 
most beautiful, scenic area. That’s 
why I conceived that, instead of a 
one-wall mural, this mural would 
wrap around the whole building. 
And the design of it takes you up 
the river from the Fort, past vine-
yards and orchards and farms and 
the beauty of this escarpment and 
the river; the fi sh of the river; the 
birds. I have a bike in there, of 
course, because I think this little 
comfort station is going to be a 
great stop on the bike trail be-
tween Niagara Falls and the lake. 
The whole thing is conceived with 
nature, and the river runs through 
every side of the four walls.”

In her proposal, Kellick de-
scribes each side:

•West wall: “Facing Lewiston’s 
Academy Park and the western 
sunsets of Ontario, this wall is a 
graphic illustration of the fertile, 
rolling land beneath the Niagara 
escarpment out to the mouth of 

the River, Fort Niagara, and the 
Lake.”

•South wall: “South Mural 
Wall faces Lewiston Hill, the Es-
carpment, and the bike trail entry 
into Lewiston. The mural design 
continues with a vista of the lower 
Niagara River, the Niagara Es-
carpment, and Lewiston Queen-
ston Bridge. A full-size classic 
bicycle stands at the Bike Trail 
(foreground) on the shared US-
Canada border with the US and 
Canadian fl ags visible above Ni-
agara Falls on the horizon.”

•East wall: “The mural contin-
ues to wrap around to the build-
ing’s east-facing wall along 9th 
Street greeting cyclists on the 
bike trail and visitors, cars, and 
the Discover Niagara Shuttle en-
tering Lewiston. The mural de-
sign features the continuation of 
the Niagara River as it fl ows into 
and through a classic Welcome to 
Lewiston Postcard format. Lewis-
ton’s vivid sunsets over the River 
are featured above the whirlpools 
and rapid currents of the water 
as they spill ‘out of the frame’ 
and continue along their swirling 
path.”

•North wall: “Facing Center 
Street and the Welcome Center 
the waters of the River continue 
their journey around the fi nal 
North facing wall and morph 
into the graphic ribbon echoing 
the Greenway logo before con-
necting back to the West wall’s 
lake, river, and scenic orchards 
and fi elds. This wall’s design is 
deliberately abstract to serve as 
a backdrop to a sculptural bench 
seating: a collaboration is being 
developed.”

Each wall’s description includes 
suggested photo opportunities.

Kellick’s proposal lists a poten-
tial installation period of May 27 
through July 6, 2024.

Welch said metal artist and fab-
ricator Dan Buttery is interested 
in creating benches for Academy 
Park. Earlier this summer, he in-
stalled the “Lewiston Landing” 
sign on North Water Street.

Welch said, “Maureen has de-
signed a beautiful mural to go on 
that building; and, in collaboration 
with Dan Buttery, he’s also going 
to do some metal sculpture there, 
of a bench, and possibly other 
pieces on the restroom itself.”

Kellick said, “I think the 
colors, and especially this 
collaboration between 
two-dimensional art and 
three-dimensional art – 
between a painter and a 
sculptor – I hope might 
make this building and 
this little corner an inter-
esting and fun place to 
stop to explore, if you’re 
biking or if you’re shop-
ping at Tops. Just put a 
smile on your face, be-
cause you’re proud to be 
from Lewiston.”

The Village Board vot-
ed to allow the artists to 
move forward with their 
project.

“We’ll do some adjust-
ments, and we’ll add these 
three-dimensional compo-
nents, and hope that may-
be we’ll be able to do this 
next year,” Kellick said.

She noted the artwork 
is under consideration for 
future Greenway funding.

At the board meeting, 
Niagara River Greenway 
Administrative Director 
Lisa Vitello said, “Public 
art is one of the Green-
way priorities, as well as 
getting people on the bike 
path. So, we’re very excit-
ed. Lewiston, of course, is 
a premier destination for 
bikers. You have everything that 
bikers would want, so we’re very 
excited to fi nally search for and 
get some funding for these great 
art projects. 

“Academy Park is one of the 
Greenway’s major gateways. 
We’ve worked really hard with 
the mayor to connect Lewiston to 
the bike trail. We’re very excited 
about this project and these con-
cepts.”

Kellick also designed the Gre-
enway logo.

‘Spirit of Victory’ Moving
Buttery said it’s time to move 

the roughly 20-feet tall “Spirit of 
Victory” art installation from its 
current site, across from Joseph 
Davis State Park, and bring it 
back to the Village of Lewiston.

Welch said, “A couple years 
ago, Dan and (artist/restaura-
teur) Michael Hibbard restored 
the ‘Spirit of Victory,’ which is 
down River Road. I don’t know if 
anybody has seen it – it’s way off 
the beaten path. And it was dete-

riorating really badly. 
And then Mike and Dan 
took it upon themselves 
to go and they fi xed it 
all up, but it still isn’t 
seen down there. So, 
we would like to bring it 
back into the village.”

Buttery said, “Every-
body I’ve talked to, after 
we did the restoration 
on it, they’re like, ‘It’s 
sad that it’s there, be-
cause no one gets to see 
it down there.’ There’s 
really nothing around 
it. We talked with State 
Parks. They’re willing to 
help us move it, as well. 
The thing is, it’s on state 
property, (but) they re-
ally don’t have any ties 
with it.”

He added, “It’s a part 
of Lewiston’s history, be-
cause it was at Artpark, 
as well.”

Trustee Tina Cop-
pins suggested placing 
“The Spirit of Victory” 
at Academy Park, in con-
junction with an arch-
way, to serve as a proper 
welcoming point.

“That would be re-
ally nice,” Welch said. 
“That’s an excellent 
idea.”

Trustees voted in fa-

vor of relocating “The Spirit of 
Victory” to Academy Park.

No timeline was set.
Last fall, the Lewiston Council 

on Arts teamed with residents Bill 
and Barbara Vrooman to sponsor 
artwork restoration. At the time, 
LCA noted, “The statue, by art-
ist Tom Mullany, was originally 
part of a larger installation titled 

‘Drums Along the Niagara,’ cre-
ated in 1989 when the artist was 
in-residence at Artpark.

“In 1998, Lewiston Council on 
the Arts reclaimed some of the 
components of the original instal-
lation and brought Tom back to 
reinvent the pieces as ‘The Spirit 
of Victory.’ ”

Clockwise: A look at the Academy Park comfort station today. • Lewiston artist Maureen Kellick’s conceptual design for the Academy Park comfort station. • The “Spirit of Victory” art installation.
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